IMPRESSIONS                                 .       85

Mr. Hales who is touring in India advanced the
claim that he was about the only member amongst six
hundred and odd people in the British House of Com-
mons who understood India and could speak in her
name.

" Why, I can claim to be the Member for India "
added Mr. Hales, " my claim should be much more
legitimate than the late Charles Bradlaugh's for the
very simple reason that I have lived in this country for
over seventeen years and have watched with sympathy
and understanding India's hopes and struggle in the
political, social and economic spheres."

IF HE WERE THE VICEROY !

Mr. Hales continued to say that if he were the
Viceroy of British India, he should summon immedi-
ately a Conference of Indian leaders and see to the final
settlement of the Indian Question.

The Member of Hanleigh admitted that; the
opposition in India to the White Paper was wider and
much more genuine than people in Great Britain would
credit for. Yet, he professed to be surprised: it struck
him that the opposition in India only went to strengthen
the dominance of the reactionary counsels in Great
Britain represented by the Churchill Group which also
opposed those Reforms.

Asked why, in his opinion, the phrase " Dominion
Status for India" which was freely expressed in all